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DETAILED ACTION 

1 Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. Claims 15-19, and 24-38, remained pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15-19 and 24-38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Huberman U.S. Patent No. 5, 826, 244 in view Franklin et a! (Hereinafter Franklin 
U.S Patents, 055. 518). 

As per claims 15, 18-19, Huberman discloses a method for soliciting competitive 
terms of deposit operating on a deposit auction system, said system including a 
programmed computer connected to a network accessible by a plurality of users within 
a first selected period of time and anonymity means for concealing the identities of 
deposit applicants the method executable at said computer comprising: 
a) receiving deposit application. ("i. e, request ") from a prospective depositor who is a 
respective one of the users, offering money securities or financial equivalent deposit 
offer terms (see column 3 line 65 and column 4 line 5-15) 

c) receiving from at least one financial institution, who is a respective one of the users 
communicating over the network, at least a for said deposit application wherein said bid 
being deposit terms, comprising at least type of guarantees, payment schedule, deposit 
rate, securities in exchange and terms of exchange. (see column 3 lines 45-65 and 
column 4 lines 5-65) and (column 19 lines 45-60 and column 20 lines 5-10) and 
d ) receiving an electronic instruction from the deposit applicant, notifying and 
authorizing at least one selected financial institution to access a real identity and 
personal information of said applicant for a second selected period of time. (see column 
5 lines 10-30). 
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Huberman fail to explicitly teach assigning a handle to conceal to broker a real 
identity of the said prospective depositor and displaying said depositor's application 
anonymously. 

However Franklin discloses a goal of most approaches to electronic money is to 
provide anonymous spending to customers, i.e., to prevent a vendor or bank from 
associating purchases to individuals. As a further feature to the preferred embodiment, 
we discuss the ability of a bidder to retain that anonymity in the auction protocol. 
A first requirement to achieving bidder anonymity is to remove the identity of the bidder 
at bidding terminals B.sub.1, B.sub.2, B.sub.3 and B.sub.n from the auction protocol of 
the preferred embodiment. A simple approach to achieve this is for each bidder, prior to 
submitting a bid, to generate a large random number r and use h(r) as a pseudonym for 
that bid, where h is a message digest function. That is, a bid would be submitted in a 
multicast as denoted by in FIG. 5. (see column 10 lines 35-49). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Huberman to include assigning a handle 
to conceal to broker a real identity of the said prospective depositor and displaying said 
depositor's application anonymously taught by Franklin in order to facilitate transactions 
between buyers and sellers without identifying the parties involves in the transaction. 

As per claim 16, Huberman discloses further comprising a step of receiving from 
deposit applicant communicating over the network, an electronic instruction selecting at 
least one of responsive financial institutions bided for said depositor's application, (see 
column 3 lines 45-65 and column 4 lines 5-65) and (column 19 lines 45-60 and column 
20 lines 5-10). 

As per claim 17, Huberman discloses the method according to claim 15, 
includes a step of verifying the ownership.("i. e, authentication") of said money, 
securities or financial equivalent as subscribed by deposit applicant.(see column 1 lines 
1 5-20 and column 3 lines 40-55). 

As per claim 24. Huberman discloses a deposit auction system including a 
computer connected to a network programmed to perform the method of Claim 15.(see 
column 20 lines 20-30). 
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As per claim 25, Hubemian discloses a deposit auction system including a 
computer connected to a network programmed to perfomn the method of Claim 16. (see 
column 20 lines 20-30) and (see column 3 lines 45-65 and column 4 lines 5-65) and 
(column 19 lines 45-60 and column 20 lines 5-10). 

As per claim 26. Huberman discloses a deposit auction system including a 
computer connected to a network programmed to perfomn the method of Claim 17. (see 
column 20 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 27, Huberman discloses a deposit auction system including a 
computer connected to a network programmed to pert'orm the method of Claim 18. (see 
column 20 lines 20-30 and column 1 lines 15-20). 

As per claim 28, Huberman discloses a deposit auction system including a 
computer connected to a network programmed to perform the method of Claim 19. (see 
column 20 lines 20-30). 

As per claim 29, Huberman discloses Computer executable software code stored 
on a computer readable storage medium implementing the method of claim 15.( see 
column nines 15-20 and column 3 lines 45-55). 

As per claim 30, Huberman discloses computer executable software code stored 
on a computer readable storage medium implementing the method of claim 16. (see 
column 3 lines 45-65 and column 4 lines 5-65) and (column 19 lines 45-60 and column 
20 lines 5-10). 

As per claim 31 , Huberman discloses computer executable software code stored 
on a computer readable storage medium implementing the method of claim 17. .(see 
column 1 lines 15-20 and column 3 lines 40-55). 

As per claim 32, Huberman discloses computer executable software code stored 
on a computer readable storage medium implementing the method of claim 18. .(see 
column 1 lines 15-20 and column 3 lines 40-55). 

As per claim 33, Huberman discloses computer executable software code stored on 
a computer readable storage medium implementing the method of claim 19. (see column 
3 lines 55). 
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As per claims 34-35, 37-38, Huberman discloses a deposit auction system for 
soliciting competitive terms of deposit connected to a network, said network comprising 
at least one client computer and a programmed computer further comprising a database 
of deposit applications said network accessible by a plurality of users within a first 
selected period of time. ("i. e, as interpretive see column 3 lines 40-58"), comprising: 
a) means for receiving a deposit application. ("i. e, request") from a prospective one of 
the users, offering money securities or financial equivalent offer terms, (see column 3 
line 65 and column 4 line 5-15) 

c) means for receiving from at least one financial institution, who is a respective one of 
the users communicating over the network, at least bids for said deposit application 
offer wherein said bid being depositing terms (see column 3 line 65 and column 4 line 5- 
15) comprising: type of guarantees, payment schedule, deposit rate, securities in 
exchange and terms of exchange, (see column 3 lines 45-65 and column 4 lines 5-65) 
and (column 19 lines 45-60 and column 20 lines 5-10) and 

d) means for receiving an electronic instruction from the deposit applicant, notifying and 
authorizing at least one selected financial institution to access a real identity and 
personal information of said applicant for a second selected period of time. (see column 
5 lines 10-30). 

Huberman fail to explicitly teach anonymity means for assigning a handle to conceal a 
real identity of the said prospective depositor for and displaying said depositor's 
application anonymously. 

However Franklin discloses a goal of most approaches to electronic money is to 
provide anonymous spending to customers, i.e., to prevent a vendor or bank from 
associating purchases to individuals. As a further feature to the preferred embodiment, 
we discuss the ability of a bidder to retain that anonymity in the auction protocol. 
A first requirement to achieving bidder anonymity is to remove the identity of the bidder 
at bidding terminals B.sub.1, B.sub.2, B.sub.3 and B.sub.n from the auction protocol of 
the preferred embodiment. A simple approach to achieve this is for each bidder, prior to 
submitting a bid, to generate a large random number r and use h(r) as a pseudonym for 



Application/Control Number: 09/534.233 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3628 

that bid. where h is a message digest function. That is. a bid would be submitted in a 
multicast as denoted by in FIG. 5. (see column 10 lines 35-49). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Huberman to include anonymity means 
for assigning a handle to conceal a real identity of the said prospective depositor for and 
displaying said depositor's application anonymously taught by Breen, Jr in order to 
facilitate transactions between buyers and sellers without identifying the parties involves 
in the transaction. 

As per claim 36. Huberman and Franklin fails to explicitly teach means for 
verifying the ownership of said money, securities or financial equivalent as subscribed 
by deposit applicant. 

However verifying the ownership and authenticity of a document is old and well 
known in the art because the document would have had to consist of an identification 
number name of the owner and date acquired. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Huberman and Franklin to include 
verifying the ownership and authenticity of a document because the document would 
have had to consist of an identification number name of the owner and date acquired. 

Conclusion 
RESPONSE TO Arguments 

5. Applicant 's arguments filed on 10/02/2005 are has been fully considered but they 
moot in view of new grounds rejections. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
Examiner 

should be directed to Clement Graham whose telephone number is (703) 305-1874 Or 
Hyung 8. Sough whose telephone number is (703) 308-0505. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. The fax 
phone number for this Art Unit is (703) 305-0040. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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